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Morality & Politics 

PHIL 110 

Winter Term 

Wed 10am - 12:50pm | Room: A360 

 

 

INSTRUCTOR: Daniel Hooley | Dan.Hooley@ufv.ca | Office Hours: Wed 1-3pm or by 

appointment 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This class is an introduction to the philosophical study of ethics, with a little political 

philosophy as well. In this class we will carefully examine and explore questions that, in 

some way or another, most of us find ourselves thinking about in the course of our lives. 

Are there moral truths? What explains what makes something right or wrong? What does a 

flourishing life for a human being look like? What obligations do we have to others? How 

demanding is morality? And why is inequality bad? 

 

The course breaks down into four different themes or subject areas. In the first, we will 

look at various Challenges to Morality. Here we will look at some challenges not to any 

particular moral belief or system of beliefs, but to the whole enterprise of morality itself. 

For example, are there objective moral facts or truths? Or does the truth of moral claims 

depend on the society one lives in, or upon the beliefs each individual holds? In the second 

section, we will look at Moral Theories that attempt to explain why something is right or 

wrong, good or bad, virtuous or vicious. Here we will examine some of the dominant 

theories in Western ethics, as well as new approaches put forward in this last century. In 

the third section, we turn to issues of Practical Ethics, where we will look at our obligations 

to non-human animals, the extent of our obligations to those living in poverty, and the issue 

of physician-assisted death. Finally, the last section explores a couple of issues in Political 

Philosophy. Here we will look at the issues of economic injustice and immigration and 

borders. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

❏ The Fundamentals of Ethics by Russ Shafer-Landau 

❏ All of the other readings for the course will be posted on Blackboard. 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Upon successful completion of this course, you can expect to gain some understanding of 

several core debates and issues in ethics and political philosophy. You can also expect to 

have a much clearer sense of how philosophical questions are approached by philosophers.   
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Related to this, another central learning objective for this course is improving your critical 

thinking skills. Upon successful completion of this course you should be able to: 

 

● Engage in critical reflection on arguments 

● Assess primary and secondary sources in philosophy 

● Recognize ambiguous or unclear claims and restate premises and conclusions in a 

clearer and more precise fashion 

● Develop responses to philosophical positions  

● Develop imaginative resolutions to issues 

● Develop good arguments 

● Evaluate diverse approaches to problem solving 

● Write a clear, well-organized, and well-supported philosophical essay 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

Your grade for the course will be based on the following components: 

 

❏  Class Participation (10%) 

❏  Weekly Written Reflections (10%) 

❏  Précis (10%) 

❏  Critical Summary of a Reading (10%) 

❏  Midterm (15%) 

❏  3-4 pg Essay (20%) 

❏  Final Exam (25%) 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

Précis    January 27th 

Critical Summary  February 24th 

Midterm   March 2nd 

Essay     April 6th 

Final Exam   To be announced 

 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

*The schedule and selection of readings are tentative and may be changed or modified 

during the course. 
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January 6th: Introduction 

❏ The Fundamentals of Ethics | Introduction 

 

January 13th: Ethical Relativism, Moral Disagreement, and Moral Nihilism 

❏ James Rachels | “The Challenge of Cultural Relativism” 

❏ Russ Shafer-Landau | Whatever Happened to Good and Evil, Ch. 14 

❏ The Fundamentals of Ethics | Chapters 19-20 

 

January 20th: Moral Objectivity and Psychological Egoism 

❏ Joel Feinberg | “Psychological Egoism” 

❏ Russ Shafer-Landau | Whatever Happened to Good and Evil, Ch’s 15-17 

❏ The Fundamentals of Ethics | Chapter 21 

 

January 27th: Utilitarianism 

❏ John Stuart Mill | “In Defense of Utilitarianism” 

❏ Bernard Williams | “A Critique of Utilitarianism” 

❏ The Fundamentals of Ethics | Chapter 9 

 

February 3rd: Obligations to the World’s Poor 

❏ Peter Singer | “Famine, Affluence, and Morality” 

❏ Andrew Cohen | “Famine Relief and Human Virtue” 
 

*February 9th - 13th - Spring Break* 

 

February 17th: Kantianism 

❏ Immanuel Kant | “Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysics of Morals” 

❏ The Fundamentals of Ethics | Chapters 11-12 

 

February 24th: Animals and Morality 

❏ Lori Gruen | “Eating Animals” (from Ethics and Animals) | p.76-105 

❏ Tom Regan | Empty Cages Ch’s 3-4 | p.37-74  

 

March 2nd: MIDTERM & Virtue Ethics 

❏ Aristotle | Selections from the Nicomachean Ethics 

❏ The Fundamentals of Ethics | Chapter 17 

 

March 9th: Physician-Assisted Death 

❏ Selections from Carter v Canada 

❏ Wayne Sumner | Selections from Assisted Death (p.87-91, 166-190) 
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March 16th: Feminism and Ethics of Care 

❏ Carol Gilligan | “Moral Orientation and Moral Development” 

❏ Virginia Held | “Taking Care: Care as Practice and Value” 

❏ The Fundamentals of Ethics | Chapter 18 

 

March 23rd: Justice & Inequality 

❏ John Rawls | Selection from A Theory of Justice 

❏ Robert Nozick | Selection from Anarchy, State, and Utopia 

 

March 30th: Immigration and Borders 

❏ Joseph Carens | “The Case for Open Borders” 

❏ David Miller  | “Immigration: The Case for Limits” 

 

April 6th: Course Overview and Final Exam Review 

 

 

COURSE POLICIES 

 

LATE PAPERS AND EXAMS: Late papers will not be accepted unless prior arrangements 

have been made before the assignment is due (at least 1 day prior to the due date), or you 

have a documented medical or family emergency. No late exams will be given, except in the 

case of medical or family emergencies. 

 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT: I expect that the essays you submit for this class are the 

product of your own work, and are not plagiarized by other sources. Prior to the first essay 

we will review how to avoid accidental plagiarism, as well as other forms of academic 

misconduct. For additional information on plagiarism, see: 

http://libguides.ufv.ca/Plagiarism. 

 

ACCESSIBILITY NEEDS: Students with different needs and learning styles are welcome in 

this course, and any student with a disability will be accommodated. If you have a 

disability, or need accommodation for specific learning needs, please see me or contact the 

Disability Resource Center: https://www.ufv.ca/disabilityservices/. 
 

EMAIL POLICY: I will do my best to respond to student emails within 24 hours (if it is not 

the weekend, I will usually respond much sooner than this). I only ask that you make sure 

the information you are seeking is not available on the course webpage or the syllabus. If 

your question cannot be easily answered via an email, I will suggest you meet me during 

one of my office hours, or after class to discuss the matter. 

 

http://libguides.ufv.ca/Plagiarism
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LAPTOPS & PHONES: I want to encourage you all to not use laptops and other techno 

gadgetry (tablets, phones, etc.) during class. There is pretty good evidence that students do 

better in university classes when they take notes by hand. And notes covering the main 

arguments covered in class will be provided prior to class. I do this so that you don’t have 

to worry about summarizing the main arguments/ideas we are considering, and can 

instead focus on understanding and evaluating the arguments we are considering. If you’d 

prefer, you can use a laptop or tablet in class, but I ask that you don’t use it for purposes 

other than taking notes. 

http://www.vox.com/2014/6/4/5776804/note-taking-by-hand-versus-laptop

