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Environmental Ethics 

ENV 320 
Fall 2016 

M 2:30-4:20pm, W 2:30-3:20pm, SECB 1012 
 

 
INSTRUCTOR: Dan Hooley | Office location: SATC2 Room 8902.1 | W 3:30-4:30pm 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: In this course we will consider a variety of ethical issues relating to 
the environment. One question we will consider is what exactly is valuable about the 
environment. Should we care about “the environment” only in so far as environmental damage 
affects the lives and well-being of humans? How much should we care about future generations? 
Beyond humans, what else might be valuable in the natural world? What value do non-human 
animals, plants, species, and ecosystems have? Other questions we’ll explore concern our 
obligations regarding the environment. For example, what obligations, if any, do we have to 
preserve endangered species? Given the environmental damage caused by industrial animal 
agriculture, should we abstain from eating meat from ‘factory farms? And do we have any 
obligations to animals living in the wild? Finally, we will also address ethical issues related to 
climate change. Here we will consider how nation states ought to respond to the challenge of 
climate change, and what obligations, if any, individuals have to reduce their impact on our 
warming climate. 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 

❏ Environmental Ethics by Andrew Kernohan (Course textbook) 
❏ The Ethics of Climate Change: Right and Wrong in a Warming World by James Garvey. 
❏ All other readings for the course will be posted online. 

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
Upon successful completion of this course, you should expect to gain some understanding of 
several core debates in environmental ethics. You can also expect to have a much clearer sense 
of how these questions are approached by philosophers. Related to this, another central learning 
objective for this course is improving your critical thinking skills. Upon successful completion of 
this course you should be able to: 
 
● Engage in critical reflection on arguments 
● Assess primary and secondary sources in philosophy 
● Recognize ambiguous or unclear claims and restate premises and conclusions in a clearer 

and more precise fashion 
● Develop responses to philosophical positions  
● Develop good arguments 
● Evaluate diverse approaches to problem solving 
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● Write a clear, well-organized, and well-supported philosophical essay 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  

❏ Class Participation (5%) 
❏ Short Writing Assignments (10%)  
❏ Two Essays (20% and 25%) 
❏ Midterm (15%) 
❏ Final Exam (25%) 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 

❏ Essay 1  October 12th 
❏ Midterm  October 17th 
❏ Essay 2  November 21st 
❏ Final Exam  TBA 

 
 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

*The schedule and selection of readings are tentative and may be changed or modified during the 
course. 
 
SEPTEMBER 7th: Syllabus and Introductions 
 
SEPTEMBER 12th: Introduction to Ethics and Environmental Ethics 

❏ Textbook, Ch.’s 1 and 3 
 
Section 1: Anthropocentric Approaches to the Environment 
SEPTEMBER 14th: Anthropocentrism 

❏ William Baxter | “People or Penguins: The Case for Optimal Pollution” 
❏ Wilfred Beckerman and Joanna Pasek | “In Defense of Anthropocentrism” 

 
SEPTEMBER 19th: Population Growth 

❏ Bill McKibben | “A Special Moment in History: The Challenge of Overpopulation...” 
❏ Amartya Sen | “Population: Delusion and Reality” 

 
SEPTEMBER 21st: Future Generations 

❏ Textbook, Ch. 10 
 
Section 2: Beyond Anthropocentrism 
SEPTEMBER 26th: Animal Welfare 

❏ Peter Singer | “All Animals are Equal” | (selections from Animal Liberation) 
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❏ Textbook, Ch. 11 
 
SEPTEMBER 28th: Animal Rights 

❏ Donaldson and Kymlicka | “Universal Basic Rights for Animals” | (selections from 
Zoopolis) 

❏ Textbook, Ch. 12 
 
OCTOBER 3rd: Eating Animals 

❏ Nathan Nobis | “Reasonable Humans and Animals: An Argument for Vegetarianism” 
❏ Rhys Southan | “Execution at Happy Farm” 
❏ WATCH | ‘From Farm to Fridge’ (Youtube) 

 
OCTOBER 5th: Eating Animals Continued 

❏ Matt Halteman and Megan Halteman Zwart | “Philosophy as Therapy for Recovering 
(Unrestrained) Omnivores” 

 
OCTOBER 10TH: *NO CLASS - CANADIAN THANKSGIVING* 
 
OCTOBER 12th: Biocentrism 

❏ Paul Taylor | “The Ethics of Respect for Nature” 
❏ Textbook, Ch. 13 

 
OCTOBER 17th - MIDTERM 
 
OCTOBER 19th: Ecocentrism 

❏ J. Baird Callicott | “The Conceptual Foundations of the Land Ethic” 
❏ Textbook, Ch. 14 

 
OCTOBER 24th: Ecofeminism 

❏ Greta Gaard & Lori Gruen | Ecofeminism: Toward Global Justice & Planetary Health 
❏ Textbook, Ch 15 

 
OCTOBER 26th: Deep Ecology 

❏ Textbook, Ch. 16 
 
Section 3. The Ethics of Climate Change 
OCTOBER 31st: Climate Change - The Nature of the Problem 

❏ Stephen Gardiner | “A Perfect Moral Storm: Climate Change, Intergenerational Ethics, 
and the Problem of Moral Corruption” 
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NOVEMBER 2nd: Climate Change - Responsibility 
❏ James Garvey | Chapter 3: Responsibility 

 
NOVEMBER 7th: Uncertainty and Collective Responsibility 

❏ James Garvey | Chapter 4: Doing Nothing 
❏ James Garvey | Chapter 5: Doing Something  

 
NOVEMBER 9th: Climate Change - Individual Choices 

❏ James Garvey | Chapter 6: Individual Choices | p.137-155 
 
Section 4: Other Topics in Environmental Ethics 
NOVEMBER 14th: The Preservation of Species and Biodiversity 

❏ Lilly-Marlene Russow | “Why Do Species Matter” 
❏ Donella Meadows | “Biodiversity: The Key to Saving Life on Earth” 

 
NOVEMBER 16th: The Value of Species Continued 

❏ LISTEN | Radiolab, “Weighing Good Intentions” 
 
NOVEMBER 21st: Should we Restore Nature? 

❏ Eric Katz | The Big Lie: Human Restoration of Nature 
❏ Andrew Light | Ecological Restoration and the Culture of Nature 

 
NOVEMBER 23rd *NO CLASS - Instructor Out of Town* 
 
NOVEMBER 28th: Obligations to Wild Animals? 

❏ Claire Palmer | “What if Anything do We Owe Wild Animals?” 
❏ Sue Donaldson and Will Kymlicka | “Wild Animal Sovereignty” | (selections from 

Zoopolis) 
 
NOVEMBER 30th: Predation 

❏ Jeff McMahan | “The Meat Eaters” 
 
DECEMBER 5th: Catch-Up and Review  
 

COURSE POLICIES 
 

 
LATE PAPERS AND EXAMS: Late papers will not be accepted unless prior arrangements 
have been made before the assignment is due (at least 1 day prior to the due date), or you have a 
documented medical or family emergency. No late exams will be given, except in the case of 
medical or family emergencies. 
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NOTE ON PLAGIARISM: I expect that the essays you submit for this class are the product of 
your own work, and are not plagiarized by other sources. Prior to the first essay we will review 
how to avoid accidental plagiarism. If you don’t know what counts as plagiarism, I encourage 
you to ask me or consult these tips from SFU.  
 
ACCESSIBILITY NEEDS: Students with different needs and learning styles are welcome in 
this course, and any student with a disability will be accommodated. If you have a disability, or 
need accommodation for specific learning needs, please see me or the Centre for Students with 
Disabilities. 
 
EMAIL POLICY: I will do my best to respond to student emails within 48 hours (if it is not the 
weekend, I will usually respond much sooner than this). I only ask that you make sure the 
information you are seeking is not available on the course webpage or the syllabus. If your 
question cannot be easily answered via an email, I will suggest you meet me during one of my 
office hours, or after class to discuss the matter. 
 
LAPTOPS & PHONES: I want to encourage you all to not use laptops and other techno 
gadgetry (tablets, phones, etc.) during class. There is pretty good evidence that students do better 
in university classes when they take notes by hand. Class slides and any handouts used in class 
will be posted online. I do this so that you don’t have to worry about summarizing the main 
arguments/ideas we are considering, and can instead focus on understanding and evaluating the 
arguments we are considering. If you’d prefer, you can use a laptop or tablet in class, but I ask 
that you don’t use it for purposes other than taking notes. 
 


